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B E N G L I S H S ECTI O N S

MyanmarNationallHumantRightsi€ommissiont

StatementNOY(13/42023)

L. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was proclaimed by the United Nations on December 10,
1948. This declaration establishes universal standards for the rights of all individuals, grounded in principles
of freedom, justice, peace, and human dignity. In acknowledgment of the importance of this historic event,
December 10 is designated as International Human Rights Day. In 2023, this day marked its 75" Diamond
Jubilee.

2. Myanmar became a member of the United Nationsin 1948, when it gained independence and sovereignty.
Myanmar participated in and supported the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights at the
United Nations General Assembly held in Paris on 10 December of the same year. The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights holds the distinction of being the most translated document in the world, with versions
available in over 500 languages including Myanmar. The declaration is frequently cited as a benchmark in the
implementation of foreign policy and constitution drafting, signing various international conventions and in
the field of relations between countries. Myanmar has included the basic rights of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights into the Constitution of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar (2008).

3. Each year, the United Nations typically designates a theme to commemorate International Human
Rights Day. The theme for the 75" International Human Rights Day in 2023 is “Dignity, Freedom and Justice
for All”

4. To commemorate the 75" anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, United Nations
member states, National Human Rights Institutions and Civil Society Organizations around the world have
been taking actions throughout the entire year to make the Universal Declaration of Human Rights more
widely recognized and implemented. Similarly, the Myanmar National Human Rights Commission has
conducted awareness raising workshops and talks focusing on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
organized internal presentation sessions on the rights outlined in the declaration in English, delivered the
training courses on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and composed a special song to mark the 75™
International Human Rights Day. Furthermore, international human rights treaties, such as the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), the International Convention on the Protection
of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (CMW), and the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), have been translated from English to
Myanmar and printed. Additionally, efforts have been made to translate and print the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights into Naga and Lhaovo ethnic languages to promote wider understanding and appreciation.

5. On the occasion of the 75" Diamond Jubilee International Human Rights Day, we encourage everyone
to work towards cultivating a society that upholds and practices human rights. This involves safeguarding the
inherent rights stated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the rights established by law as well
as acknowledging and respecting the dignity and rights of others.

Myanmar National Human Rights Commission
Date: 10 December 2023
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International{CommitteelofithelRed Cross(ICRE)Ishareditheirlexperiencesjrelatingito

\VisitsitolplacesiofidetentionlinjMyanmartat{ConferencelRoom,
OfficelofithelMyanmariNationallHumanjRightsiGommission!

December 14

The International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) conducted the knowledge sharing
presentation on ICRC’s visits to the places of detention
in Myanmar, with the aim to enhance the capacity
of the staff member of MNHRC relating to prison
visits, on 14 December 2023 at the MNHRC Office in
Yangon.

The presentation was attended by Chairperson,
Vice-Chairperson, Commissioners and staff members
of the MNHRC in Yangon as well as staff members
from the MNHRC branches who also joined online

platform. From ICRC side, three representatives led
by Mr. Henning Krause, Protection Coordinator
attended.

Chairperson of the MNHRC delivered the
opening speech and Mr. Henning Krause, Protection
Coordinator of ICRC gave an introductory speech.
Thereafter, Officer U Than Swe of ICRC shared the
ICRC’s experience on visiting the places of detention
in Myanmar and about the International Standards
regarding Prisons. Afterwards, staff members of the
MNHRC inquired about information they wished to

learn.

NMINHRE]GivesilectureslatiVinistry/ofjEoreigntAftairs

December 19

Myanmar  National =~ Human  Rights
Commission is encouraging to promote public
awareness of human rights through the provision
of information and education by all means as much
as possible under Section 22 (a) of the Myanmar
National Human Rights Commission Law.

The Chairman of the Myanmar National
Human Rights Commission U Paw Lwin Sein gave

lectures at the Certificate Course in Basic Diplomatic

Skills-BDS No. (44/2023) held at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (Yangon) on 19 December 2023 from
7:00 am to 8:50 am. Chairman U Paw Lwin Sein
delivered the lectures about the Formation of
Myanmar National Human Rights Commission,
Statutory Appearance of the Myanmar National
Human Rights Commission Law, and its duties and
responsibilities. Afterwards the lecturer answered the
questions asked by the trainees. A total of 50 trainees

attended the above-mentioned course.

©onductingfatmeetingjwithithel€hild

December 22

The
Commission is

Myanmar National Human Rights
collaborating  with  partner
organizations to promote and protect human rights.
The MNHRC conducted a meeting with officials
from the Child Development Association to partner

regarding child rights, on 22 December 2023 at

10:00 a.m. The meeting took place in the Conference
Room of the Commissions office. Commissioners
Dr.Than Myint and Dr. Tin Maung Maung Than
and officers from the commission, and Chairman
U Min Thein and executive members of the Child
Development Association attended the meeting.

At the meeting, Commissioner Dr. Than Myint
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delivered an opening remark concerning child
the
between the commission and Child Development

rights and discussed about cooperation
Association, to be included in the commission’s
2024 operational plan. Furthermore, Commissioner
Dr. Tin Maung Maung Than emphasized the need
to identify collaboration areas with the Child
Development Association regarding child rights in
human rights promotion and protection activities in

2024. Additionally, Chairman U Min Thein of the

Child Development Association explained the issues
related to child rights that could be collaborated using
power-point presentation. Then, the participants of
the meeting discussed the potential actions that can
be taken in advance.

Afterwards, Chairman U Min Thein of
the Child Development Association expressed his
appreciation and Commissioner Dr. Than Myint
delivered a concluding remark and the meeting
concluded at 12 p.m.

Status of Handling Complaints

DuringNovember2023, MNHRCreceived 25 Complaintsontheviolationsaddressed
to the Commission and 3 complaints remain in October. The complaint investigation team
held 4 complaint screening meetings for examining the total of 28 complaints. 4 cases were
referred to the relevant departments and on 1 case, the complainant was advised on more
appropriate remedies. 15 Cases which were not within the competence of the Commission
were put on record in accordance with the section 32 (a), 37 (b) of MNHRC law and not
appropriate of Complaints. 8 Letters of complaint remain in November.

InspectioniVisitito}RyaponiLrisoniby/MNHRE

December 22

The inspection team, led by Commissioner
U Tin Aung from the Myanmar National Human
Rights Commission, inspected the Pyapon Prison
in Pyapon Township, Ayeyarwady Region, on 22
December 2023 in accordance with Section 43 and
Section 44 of MNHRC Law.

The inspection team inspected the Prison in
accordance with the MNHRC law and procedures
whether the prisoners and detainees enjoy the
fundamental rights, including appropriate food
supply, healthcare and adequate purified water. The
inspection team inquired the prisoners in order to

ensure that they get their personal items and items
sent by families and whether there were human rights
violations and torture cases in the prison.

The inspection team also inspected the
dormitories, clinic, library, kitchen, food storage,
water purifier, water sanitation system of the prison
and family visitation status.

Besides, MNHRC donated 50 books for the
prisoners.

MNHRC will send recommendations to the
relevant departments for necessary action based on

the findings during inspection.
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EieldWVisititojthe}Myanmarl@hristianjEellowshiplofithelBlinds#YangoniEducation(€enter

forithelBlind|(Khaweil€han)lby/MyanmaiNationaliHumaniRightsi€ommission

December 19

The inspection team, led by Commissioners
U Kyaw Soe, Dr. Than Myint, Dr. Myint Thu Myaing
and U Tin Aung from the Myanmar National Human
Rights Commission (MNHRC), inspected Myanmar
Christian Fellowship of the Blinds, Yangon Education
Center for the Blind (Khawei Chan), Mayangone
Township, Yangon Region on 19 December 2023.

The inspection team inspected the Yangon
Education Center for the Blind (Khawei Chan) in
accordance with the MNHRC Law and procedures
whether the students in the School can get fundamental

rights including the status of COVID-19 vaccination
and healthcare services, food supply, adequate
dormitories, availability of Citizenship Scrutiny
Card, provision of purified drinking water, support
programme for physical and mental development, as
well as the right to education, vocational trainings and
music trainings, communication with their families
and freedom of religion and status of the taking
second semester examination

MNHRC
the relevant department on the findings during the

will send recommendations to

inspection visit.

MNHREGivesiHumaniRightsillecturefatiVlyanmagArmy/€ombatiEorcelSchool{(Bahtoo)

December 20

As part of the Commission’s promotion of
human rights awareness raising under Section 22 (a)
of the Myanmar National Human Rights Commission
Law, Dr. Than Myint, the Commissioner and
U Zaw Lwin Htoo, the Director of the Commission’s
office, gave lectures on human rights at the Battalion
Commander Training Course No. (110), (111) and
the Company Commander Training Course No. (220)
held at the Myanmar Army Combat Force School
(Bahtoo) on 20 December 2023 from 12:00 to 15:00.

In doing so, Commissioner Dr. Than Myint delivered
the lectures on Human Rights Concept, Director
U Zaw Lwin Htoo gave the lectures on Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, 9 Core Conventions,
the Organization and Functions of Myanmar National
Human Rights Commission. A total of (236) army
officers attended the above mentioned courses; 120
army officers on the Battalion Commander Training
Course on No. (110), (111) and 116 army officers on
the Company Commander Training Course No. (220)
Bahtoo.

MNHREGives)HumaniRightsilecturelatiViyanmagArmy/€ombatiEorcetSchool{(Bayintnaung)

December 21

As part of the Commission’s promotion of
human rights awareness raising under Section 22 (a)
of the Myanmar National Human Rights Commission
Law, Dr. Myint Thu Myaing, the Commissioner and

Daw Mi Mi Khaing, the Deputy Director of the
Commissions office, gave lectures on human rights
at the Company Commander Training Course No.
(93), (94) held at the Myanmar Army Combat Force
School (Bayintnaung) on 21 December 2023 from
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12:00 to 15:00. In doing so, Commissioner Dr. Myint Thu Myaing delivered the lectures on Human Rights

Concept, Deputy Director, Daw Mi Mi Khaing gave the lectures on Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the Organization and Functions of Myanmar National Human Rights Commission. A total of (234) army
officers attended the above-mentioned courses on the Company Commander Training Course No. (93), (94)

Bayintnaung.

MNEHREGivestHumanRightsiliecturelatiCivillSenvicesAcademys(IFowersMyanmar)

December 19

As part of the Commission’s promotion of
human rights awareness raising under Section 22 (a)
of the Myanmar National Human Rights Commission
Law, Deputy Director General Dr Khine Khine Win
gave the lecture on Child Rights at the Special
Refresher Course for Basic Education Teachers No.
(103) held at the Civil Service Academy (Lower

Myanmar) on 19 December 2023 from 08:00 am to
11:50 am. The lecture was followed by the question
and answer section. A total of 385 teachers from the
Department of Basic Education (DBE) attended the
above -mentioned course.

NINHREG ivestHumaniRightsllecturdlalnvestigation

ilrainingSchooll(Taungoo)fof{BureaulofiSpecialiinyestigation!

December 22

As part of the Commission’s promotion
of human rights awareness raising under Section
22 (a) of the Myanmar National Human Rights
Commission Law, Daw Mi Mi Khaing, Deputy
Director of the Commission office, gave lectures on
human rights at Capacity Building of Investigation
Officer Course (No.4) held at Investigation Training

School (Taungoo) of Bureau of Special Investigation
on 22 December 2023 from 13:00 to 15:50. In doing
so, Deputy Director Daw Mi Mi Khaing delivered
the lecture on Human Rights Norms. The lecture
was followed by the question and answer section.
A total of 21 staft officers attended the above-

mentioned course.

*kkkk
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