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Myanmar National Human Rights Commission attends the First Technical

Working Group Meeting of the Southeast Asia National Human Rights Institutions Forum

April 4

The First Technical Working Group Meeting of the Southeast Asia National Human Rights
Institutions Forum (SEANF) was held in a hybrid format by Provedor for Human Rights and Justice of
Timor-Leste (PDHJ), the alternate chair of the Forum, from 3 to 4 April, 2024 in Dili, Timor-Leste.

Representatives from SEANF member National Human Rights Institutions, namely Indonesian
National Commission on Human Rights (Komnas HAM), Human Rights Commission of Malaysia
(SUHAKAM), Commission on Human Rights of the Philippines (CHRP), National Human Rights Commission
of Thailand (NHRCT), and Provedor for Human Rights and Justice of Timor-Leste (PDHJ), attended
the meeting in person. Dr. Tin Maung Maung Than, Commissioner of the Myanmar National Human
Rights Commission (MNHRC), Deputy Director-General of the MNHRC’s Office, Director of International
Relations Division and staff joined the meeting via video conferencing.

During the meeting, various topics were discussed, including updates on major developments
and activities since the 20" Annual General Meeting of the Southeast Asian National Human Rights
Organizations Forum (SEANF), updates from SEANF mesmbers regarding the implementation of the
(5) priority issues of 2022-2026 SEANF Strategic Plan in which they have taken lead role for respective
priority area, Torture Prevention issues, updates on the activities between the ASEAN Intergovernmental
Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) and SEANF, including holding a regional workshop on business
and human rights and drafting the ASEAN Declaration on Environmental Rights. Moreover, discussed
on cross border issues between Timor-Leste, Indonesia and Malaysia regarding Statelessness people
and Trafficking in Persons. Additionally, discussed the transfer of prisoners/sentenced persons to
their country of origin; Digital Rights; establishment of Inquiry Mechanisms, and discussed matters to
participate in the 14" meeting of the United Nations Working Group on Aging (OEWGA).

At the meeting, Commissioner Dr. Tin Maung Maung Than presented the major developments
and activities of MNHRC on promotion and protection of human rights since the 20" Annual General
Meeting of the SEANF. Additionally, Deputy Director-General of the MNHRC’s Office Dr Khine Khine Win
shared updates on the MNHRC’s implementation of “Priority 2: Promote and protect human rights in
business” under the SEANF Strategic Plan (2022-2026).

The meeting reached an initial agreement to hold Second Technical Working Group Meeting of
the SEANF on July 10 and 11, 2024 and the Forum’s Annual General Meeting to be held on November
2024.
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The Myanmar National Human Rights Commission inspects

Maubin Police Lock-ups, Court Detention Centers and Maubin Home for the Aged

April 9

The inspection team, led by U Kyaw Soe and
U Kyaw Myint, members of the Myanmar National
Human Rights Commission, inspected Maubin
Myo Ma Police Lock-up, Court Detention Center,
and Home for the Aged in Maubin Township,
Ayeyarwady Region in accordance with Sections
43 and 44 of the Commission Law on 9 April, 2024.

While inspecting the police lock-up and
court detention centers, the inspection team
inspected the conditions during the remand period,
including whether any torture occurred during
the investigation, the availability of opportunities
to meet with family members, the conditions of
eating and drinking while appearing in court,

the utilization of sewage in the lock-up, and the
overall cleanliness of the facilities. Furthermore,
the team inspected the acquisition of the right to
meet with lawyers or legal representatives.

Then, the
Maubin Home for the Aged in accordance with
the MNHRC Law and procedures whether the
old aged persons can get fundamental human

inspection team inspected

rights including healthcare services, food supply,
provision of purified drinking water, right to
freedom of religion, adequate dormitories and
arrangements for leisure.

MNHRC will send recommendations to the
relevant departments for necessary action based
on the findings during inspection.

Myanmar National Human Rights Commission Statement No. (2/2024)

April 17

On the occasion of the Myanmar New Year, the 9™ Waxing of Tagu 1386 ME (17 April

2024), the Chairman of the State Administration Council, aiming to bring about peace of mind
to the public and on social consideration, and seeking to foster the affection and goodwill of
the state, issued State Administration Council Order No. (29/2024) which granted remission of
one-sixth of the remaining sentences to be served under Section 401 (1) of the Code of Criminal
Procedure except specified offenses for prisoners incarcerated in respective prisons, jails, and camps
under existing laws. According to Order No. (30/2024), a total of 3303 prisoners serving sentences in
respective prisons, jails, and camps were conditionally pardoned under Article 401 (1) of the Code of
Criminal Procedure.

Additionally, in consideration of the friendly bilateral relations and humanitarian grounds,
8 foreign prisoners were remitted by the State Administration Council Order No. (31/2024) and 13
Indonesians and 15 Sri Lankans were remitted by Order No. (32/2024) respectively. They will be deported
under Section 401 (1) of the Code of Criminal Procedure.

This action reflects the positive initiative from human rights perspective of the State
Administration Council and on social consideration. They will have the opportunity to reunite with
their families under this granted remission and pardon which reinforce the State’s commitment
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to protecting the fundamental unit of society which is the family. Moreover, we believe that they would

be able to participate in any sector of State building.

The pardoning of foreign prisoners will foster mutual understanding and promote peaceful

coexistence of the global family of nations.

The Myanmar National Human Rights Commission is delighted to share the joy with the relevant

family members and welcomes recognition of the human rights and humanitarian endeavours.

Myanmar National Human Rights Commission

The Myanmar National Human Rights Commission inspects Myeik Prison,

Kyaukphyutaung / Natsinkone Production Camp, Police Lock-up, Court Detention
Center and Training School for Girls

April 24

The inspection team, led by U Tin Aung,
member of the Myanmar National Human
Rights Commission, inspected Kyaukphyutaung/
Natsinkone Production Camp on 22 April, 2024
and inspected Myeik Prison and Training School
for Girls in Myeik Township on 23 April, 2024 and
inspected the Police Lock-up and Court Detention
Center on 24 April, 2024 in Myeik Township,
Tanintharyi Region in accordance with Sections 43
and 44 of the Commission Law.

The

Kyaukphyutaung/ Natsinkone Production Camp

inspection team inspected
and the Myeik prison according to MNHRC law and
procedures whether the prisoners and detainees
enjoy fundamental rights, including appropriate
food supply, access to healthcare and provision
of adequate purified water as well as cleanliness
of police lock-up and court detention centre. The
inspection team inquired the prisoners in whether
they received their personal items and items sent
by families and whether they obtained, family visits
and whether there were human rights violations
and torture cases. The inspection team also
privately interviewed the prisoners who wanted to
meet with the team freely and privately.

The inspection team also inspected the
dormitories, clinic, library, kitchen, food storage,

water purifier, water sanitation system of the
Myeik prison and Kyaukphyutaung/ Natsinkone
Production Camp and donated books for the
prisoners.

Next, the inspection team inspected the
Training School for Girls in accordance with the
MNHRC Law and procedures whether the girls were
enjoying fundamental rights including healthcare
services, food supply, adequate dormitories,
status of Citizenship Scrutiny Card, provisions
of purified drinking water, support programme
for physical and mental development, as well as
rights to education, learn, vocational trainings,
communication with their families, reintegration,
and had freedom of religion.

While inspecting the police lock-up and
court detention centre according to MNHRC
law and procedures the MNHRC team inspected
the conditions during the remand period,
including whether any torture occurred during
the investigation, the opportunities to meet with
family members, the conditions of eating and
drinking while appearing in court, the utilization of
sewage in the lock-up, and the overall cleanliness
of the facilities. Furthermore, the team inspected
the acquisition of the right to meet with lawyers or

legal representatives.
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MNHRC will send recommendations to the relevant departments for necessary action based on

the findings during inspection.

Conducting to put news in Newspapers

April 24

Human Rights Promotion and Education Division issued Statements for Pardon Orders No.
(29/2024), (30/2024), (31/2024) and (32/2024) of the State Administrative Council on 17-4-2024.
Additionally, on 3-4-2024, the division covered the topic of “International Human Rights Conventions
and Domestic Laws,” and on 23-4-2024, focused on “Creating a Positive Workplace: Treating Toxic
Work Place Stress” as knowledge sharing and discussion. On 9-4-2024, 22-4-2024, 23-4-2024, and
24-4-2024, the division conducted to publicize in state-owned newspapers about visits and inspections
at the prison, labour camp, police and court lock-ups, home for aged and vocational training school for
girls in Maubin and Myeik Townships.

Participation in webinars and training conducted by the Asia-Pacific Forum (APF)

May 8

Three Staff Officers from Human Rights Promotion and Education Division participated in the
webinars and training conducted by the Asia Pacific Forum (APF) via Zoom Application.

APF Webinar: Assistant Director Daw Zin Min Thet Lwin attended the World Autism Awareness
Day 2024 on 2-4-2024 and she also joined APF Virtual Dialogue Series: Digitalization, Emerging
Technologies and Human Rights on 4-4-2024 via video conferencing. Furthermore, the Staff Officers
U Kaung Khant Zin and Daw Hay Man Htun took part in 2024 Online NHRI Induction Programme from
12-4-2024 to 8-5-2024 respectively.

. L
= Status of Handling Complaints =

During April 2024, MNHRC received 12 Complaints on the violations addressed to the

Commission and 3 complaints remained from March. The complaint investigation team held
complaint screening meetings for examining the total of 15 complaints. 5 cases were
referred to the relevant departments and 9 cases which were not within the competence of the
Commission were put on record in accordance with the section 32(b), 32(c), 37(b) of MNHRC

law and not appropriate of Complaints and 1 compliant were closed. No complaint remained

in April.

1 T
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