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Myanmar National Human Rights Commission Statement No. (4/ 2025)

April 4

1. On Friday, 28 March 2025, at 12:51:02 PM, a powerful earthquake and its subsequent aftershocks
struck Myanmar, causing significant loss of lives and properties, as well as numerous injuries. The
Myanmar National Human Rights Commission deeply sympathizes and shares in the grief of the people
over the destruction of lives and homes, as well as the profound sorrow experienced by the entire
nation.

2. In the areas affected by the earthquake, residential buildings, houses, government offices,
universities, schools, pagodas, religious structures, cultural heritage buildings, roads, bridges, wells,
and ponds were damaged or destroyed. Since the earthquake occurred, the Government, the National
Disaster Management Committee, local and international rescue teams, military personnel, police
forces, firefighters, Red Cross members, volunteer organizations, and the public have been actively
engaged in emergency response efforts. Generous donors and volunteers have also provided
financial aids, medical supplies, and other essential resources, while international aid has provided crucial
support to the victims. These efforts have strengthened the resilience of those affected and helped
them rebuild their lives. The Myanmar National Human Rights Commission is also collaborating with
relief organizations and conducting its part to support earthquake victims within its capacity.

3. With empathy and understanding towards the people across the country who are suffering due
to the impact of the earthquake, and intending to carry out rescue and recovery operations effectively
and efficiently, as well as to restore stability and peace, Tatmadaw has declared a temporary
ceasefire period from 2 to 22 April 2025. The ceasefire contributes to maintaining the rule of law,
stability, and human rights protection in the impacted areas. The Myanmar National Human Rights
Commission welcomes this announcement, recognizing its significance in supporting humanitarian
assistance and ensuring peace and security during this critical period.

4, The devastating earthquake has led to severe threats to people’s lives and security, leaving
many homeless and without access to essential needs such as food, clothing, medicine, healthcare,
and clean water. Additionally, the disaster has caused both physical and psychological distress,
creating significant human rights related challenges. In response to these challenges, the Myanmar
National Human Rights Commission urges all relevant authorities, organizations, and the public, from
the human rights perspectives, to ensure that human rights and humanitarian assistance is provided
equitably, without discrimination, to all those affected including the vulnerable groups such as children,
women, the elderly, and persons with disabilities.

Myanmar National Human Rights Commission



Myanmar National Human Rights Commission Statement No. (5/2025)

April 17
1. On the occasion of the Myanmar New Year, on the 5th Waning of Tagu, 1387 Myanmar Era
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(17 April 2025), the Chairman of the State Administration Council granted pardons as a gesture to
mark the New Year, to bring peace of mind to the public, to extend social compassion, and to foster
understanding of the State’s goodwill and benevolence, as well as to encourage participation in
nation-building activities. Under Order No. (30/2025), a one-sixth remission of the remaining prison
terms was granted to prisoners except those convicted of specific crimes. Additionally, under Order No.
(31/2025), the sentences of 4893 prisoners were commuted and pardoned.

2. Furthermore, in consideration of maintaining friendly international relations and promoting
humanitarian consideration, Order No. (32/2025) granted sentence remissions and pardons to 13
foreign prisoners, who were then deported.

3. The State’s granting of remissions and pardons reflects a positive human rights initiative.
Citizens who received pardons would be able to contribute to the rehabilitation and reconstruction of
areas affected by earthquakes and also participate in the building of a democratic and federal union.
4, The remission and pardon of sentences for foreign prisoners not only promotes peaceful
coexistence but also acknowledges and appreciates the mutual humanitarian assistance, disaster
relief and rescue efforts extended among member countries of the global community in time of natural

calamities.

5. The Myanmar National Human Rights Commission would like to express joyfulness alongside

the families of those granted amnesty, welcomes the sentence remissions and pardons, and issues this

statement accordingly.

Myanmar National Human Rights Commission

MNHRC Gives Human Rights Lecture at Police Officer Tactical Training Institute (Mandalay)

April 3

The Myanmar National Human Rights
Commission (MNHRC) is continuously carrying out
activities to effectively implement the promotion
and protection of human rights, in accordance
with Section 22 (a) of the Commission Law. The
Commission has developed an operational plan
aligned with the goals and objectives outlined
in its framework of Action for Myanmar National
Human Rights Commission, which serves as a
guideline for its operations, and is diligently

executing its tasks accordingly.

U Thura Kyaw, Director of the Commission
Office, gave the lectures on human rights at
the Surveillance Officer Course No. (36/ 2025),
which commenced at the Police Officer Tactical
Training Institute (Mandalay) on 3 April 2025 from
7:30 to 9:50. In this context, the Director focused
the lectures on Human Rights Concept, Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the Organization
and Functions of Myanmar National Human Rights
Commission. The lecturer responded to questions
from the trainees. A total of 50 officers attended
the aforementioned course.
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Myanmar National Human Rights Commission attends the First Technical Working Group

Meeting of the Southeast Asia National Human Rights Institutions Forum

April 24

The First Technical Working Group Meeting
of the Southeast Asia National Human Rights
Institutions Forum (SEANF), 2025 was held in a
hybrid format from 23 to 24 April, 2025, hosted
by the Indonesia National Commission on Human
Rights (Komnas HAM), the alternate chair of the
Forum in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Representatives from SEANF member
National Human Rights Institutions, namely
Indonesia National Commission on Human Rights
(Komnas HAM), Human Rights Commission of
Malaysia (SUHAKAM), Commission on Human
Rights of the Philippines (CHRP), National Human
Rights Commission of Thailand (NHRCT), and
Provedor for Human Rights and Justice of
Timor-Leste (PDHJ), attended the meeting in
Dr. Than Myint, U Win Hlaing Oo,
Commissioners of the Myanmar National Human
Rights Commission (MNHRC), Acting Director-
General of the Commission Office, Director of

staff

person.

International Relations Division and

participated via Video Conferencing.
During the meeting, participants discussed,

a range of topics, including updates on major

developments and activities since the 21st SEANF

Annual General Meeting, updates from SEANF
members on their progress in implementation
of the five priority issues of 2022-2026 SEANF
Strategic Plan in which they have taken lead role
for respective priority area. Additional topics
included guidelines for the rotating secretariat,
the term of the Forum’s chair, and updates on the
development of SEANF’s website were discussed.

Atthe meeting, Dr. Than Myint, Commissioner
of the MNHRC presented the major developments
and activities of MNHRC on promotion and
protection of human rights since the 21st
the  SEANF.

Dr. Khine Khine Win, Acting Director-General of

Annual General Meeting of
the Commission Office also shared updates on the
MNHRC’s leadership in Priority No. 2 of the SEANF
Strategic Plan: “Promoting and Protecting Human
Rights in Business.” Furthermore, the MNHRC
discussed its relief efforts for victims of the 28
March, 2025 earthquake highlighting the support
provided to affected communities.

The
agreement to hold the Second Technical Working
Group Meeting on 22-23 July, 2025 and the SEANF
Annual General Meeting for 2025 from 18-20

November, 2025.

meeting reached a preliminary

Officers Lectured at Police Officer Tactical Training Institute (Mandalay)

April 30

Under Section 22 (a) of the Myanmar
National Human Rights Commission Law, the
Commission actively promotes public awareness
of human rights. As part of this initiative,
the of the

Commission Office, gave the lectures on human

U Zaw Lwin Htoo, Director
rights at the Investigation Officer Training Course

No. (83/ 2025) hosted by the Police Officer

Tactical Training Institute (Mandalay) on 30 April
2025 from 07:30 to 09:50. In this regard, the
Director delivered the lectures on Human Rights
Concept, Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the Organization and Functions of Myanmar
National Human Rights Commission. The lecturer
was followed by the question and answer section.
A total of 206 officers attended the course

mentioned above.
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Status of Handling Complaints
=l =

During April 2025, MNHRC received Complaints 6 complaints on the violations addressed

to the Commission. The complaint investigation team held 3 complaint screening meetings for
examining the complaints and 1 complaint were referred to the departments concerned. In 1

case, the complainants were advised on more appropriate remedies. The 4 cases were recorded

in accordance with the MNHRC Law.
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