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Myanmar National Human Rights Commission

Press Statement

January 15

The Myanmar National Human Rights Commission (MNHRC) strongly and categorically rejects
the baseless media statement issued by the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) on
22 December 2025.

MNHRC utterly condemns this statement, which is replete with unsubstantiated allegations and
presents a one-sided narrative that flagrantly disregards the complex realities and the sovereign rights
of Myanmar. The use of politicized and pejorative terminology such as “military junta” is disrespectful,
deliberately inflammatory, and fundamentally violates the core principles of ASEAN solidarity and
non-interference. Such actions fall far outside the mandated role of a National Human Rights Institution.

Myanmar is a sovereign ASEAN member state navigating a challenging path toward peace and
stability. The government is taking all necessary measures to restore normalcy and facilitate a peaceful
democratic process. The planning of elections is an exclusively sovereign matter, and it is wholly
inappropriate for external entities to prejudge or impose conditions on these processes.

The cornerstone principle of non-interference in internal affairs, as enshrined in the ASEAN
Charter and international law, must be respected. External interventions that ignore the primary efforts
of the sovereign government set a dangerous and destabilizing precedent.

MNHRC firmly believes in constructive engagement over public condemnation. The first and
second phases of the multi-party general election led by the State were conducted successfully, freely,
and fairly, as witnessed by international observers. The final third phase will also proceed as scheduled.

Therefore, MNHRC denounces that unfriendly statement and sternly urges SUHAKAM to
immediately cease issuing such declarations, which only serves to exacerbate tensions and polarize
the international community. All parties should instead support inclusive, peaceful dialogue without
preconditions, respecting Myanmar’s sovereignty and the welfare of its people.

Myanmar National Human Rights Commission

Observation of The 2025 Multi-Party Democratic General Election Phase (2)

January 11 in Pazundaung Township constituency, (1) polling
The 2025 Multi-Party Democratic General station in Kungyangon Township constituency and

Election Phase (2) was held on 11-1-2026 and the (1) polling station in Insein Township constituency,

(5) election observation teams led by Chairman and total (5) polling stations in Yangon Region and

Commissioners of Myanmar National Human Rights observed (1) polling station in Pantanaw Township

Commission observed (2) polling stations in South constituency in Ayeyarwaddy Region.

Okkalapa Township constituency, (1) polling station



e-Newsletter, Vol. 5, No. 2, February 2026

Myanmar National Human Rights Commission Statement No. (1/ 2026)

January 5

In commemoration of the 78" Anniversary of Independence Day, which falls on the 4% of
January 2026, the National Defence and Security Council has announced the following orders: Order
No. (1/2026) grants a conditional pardon, reducing the remaining sentences of prisoners currently
serving sentences in prisons, jails, and camps by one-sixth; Order No. (2/2026) grants amnesty with
conditions to 6,134 prisoners by reducing their remaining sentences; and Order No. (3/2026) grants
amnesty with conditions by reducing the remaining sentences of 52 foreign prisoners, followed by
deportation orders.

The Myanmar National Human Rights Commission is greatly joyful for the pardon and amnesty
recipients and their respective family members. It is hoped and believed that, having understood
the value of national independence, they will dutifully and faithfully participate in protecting and
safeguarding independence, and in the nation-building process based on the democracy and federal
system being implemented by the State.

Furthermore, it is viewed that reducing the sentences of foreign prisoners, granting amnesty,
and deporting them will support relations between nations and lead to increased cooperation.

The orders issued by the National Defence and Security Council are observed to yield positive
results from the perspectives of human rights, humanitarian considerations, and the promotion of
international cooperation. Therefore, the Myanmar National Human Rights Commission issues this
statement welcoming the conditional pardon order and the amnesty orders.

Myanmar National Human Rights Commission

Observation of The 2025 Multi-Party Democratic General Election Phase (3)

January 25

The 2025 Multi-Party Democratic General
Election Phase (3) was held on 25-1-2026 and the
(5) election observation teams led by Chairman
and Commissioners of Myanmar National Human
Rights Commission observed (1) polling station
in Yankin Township constituency, (1) polling

stationinMingalaTaungnyuntTownshipconstituency
and (1) polling station in Thaketa Township
constituency total (3) polling stations in Yangon
Region and observed (1) polling station in Dedaye
Township constituency and (1) polling station in
Nyaungdon Township constituency, total (2) polling

stations in Ayeyarwaddy Region.

Myanmar National Human Rights Commission inspected Shwe Tha Htay Agriculture and

Livestock Breeding Vocational Training Centre

January 16
AninspectionteamledbyUKyawSoe,member
of the Myanmar National Human Rights Commission
conducted inspection visits to Shwe Tha Htay
Agriculture and Livestock Breeding Vocational
Training Centre in Twante Township, Yangon Region

on 16 January 2026 in accordance with the Sections
43 and 44 of the Commission Law.

During the inspection of the Agriculture

and Livestock Breeding Vocational Training

Centre, the inspection team met the prisoners

in their dormitories and inquired into and noted



down the matters relating to their fundamental
rights, including whether prisoners receive an
adequate food supply, access to healthcare
facilities and provision of sufficient purified drinking
water, the receipt of items issued by the prison,
the receipt of necessary personal-use items,
the
assignment of work, torture and the observance

whether there were discrimination in
of occupational safety within the workplace. In
addition, the team also inspected dormitories,
clinic, library, kitchen, food warehouse, water
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purifier, water storage tanks, and the cleanliness of
internal and external sewage systems.
Furthermore, the MNHRC donated 50
books for the benefit of the
prisoners, which were received by the officer in

knowledgeable

charge of the Shwe Tha Htay Agriculture and
Livestock Breeding Vocational Training Center.

The finding and recommendations from
the inspection team’s visits will be sent to the
relevant departments in accordance with the
Commission Law for necessary actions.

MNHRC Attends (1/2026) Meeting of Working Committee on (PWDs)

January 8

The 1/2026 Meeting of the Working
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
was held on 8 January 2026 at 2:00 p.m. using a
hybrid system at the Meeting Hall of the Ministry of
Social Welfare Relief and Resettlement.The meeting
was chaired by the Chairperson of the Working
Committee, Deputy Minister Dr. Than Soe, and
was attended in person by senior military officers
who are members of the Committee, departmental
representatives, the President of the Myanmar
with
representatives from organizations of persons with

Federation of Persons Disabilities,
disabilities, and Dr. Khaing Khaing Win, Deputy
Director-General of the Office of the Myanmar National
Human Rights Commission.

After that, the Chairperson of the Working
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
Deputy Minister Dr. Than Soe, delivered the opening

remarks. The Secretary of the Working Committee

and Director-General of the Department of
Rehabilitation then reported on the implementation
status of previous decisions. The Vice-Chairperson
of the Working Committee and President of the
Myanmar Federation of Persons with Disabilities, U
Thein Han Thu, discussed the need for monitoring
and evaluation of the work of the Committee and
Sub-Committees, reviewing the implementation of
the Five-Year Strategic Plan on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (2022-2027), and strengthening
efforts to improve access to health, education and
employment for persons with disabilities. Members
of the Committee, including senior military officers,
departmental representatives and representatives
of persons with disabilities, presented and discussed
sector-based actions, challenges and solutions
related to the rights of persons with disabilities. The
Deputy Director-General of the Office of the Myanmar
Rights
participated in the discussions.

National Human Commission  also

MNHRC Gives Human Rights Lecture at Police Officer Tactical Training Institute (Mandalay)

January 15

The Myanmar National Human Rights
Commission (MNHRC) is continuously carrying
out activities to effectively implement the

promotion and protection of human rights, in

accordance with Section 22 (a) of the Commission
law. The Commission has developed an operational
plan aligned with the goals and objectives outlined
in its framework of action for Myanmar National

Human Rights Commission, which serves as



a guideline for its operations, and is diligently
executing its tasks accordingly.

U Zaw Lwin Htoo, Director of the Commission
office covered the lectures on human rights at the
Police District Commander Course No. (10/ 2025),
held at the Police Officer Tactical Training Institute
(Mandalay) on 15 January 2026 from 7:30 to 9:50.
In this regard, the Director focused the lectures
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on Human Rights Concept, Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR), the Organization and
Functions of Myanmar National Human Rights
The then
to the trainee questions. A total of 50 officers

Commission. lecturer responded

attended the aforementioned course.

Status of Handling Complaints

=l

complaints remains in January.

1—|

During January 2026, MNHRC received 33 Complaints. The complaint investigation
team held 4 complaint screening meetings for examining the complaints and 6 complaint
were referred to the departments concerned. In 2 cases, the complainants were advised on

more appropriate remedies. The 23 cases were recorded in accordance with the MNHRC Law. 2
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